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Remarks Following a Briefing By Provincial Reconstruction Team Leaders
and Brigade Combat Commanders
March 13, 2008

As you can see here on the screen in
front of me, we’ve got assembled in Af-
ghanistan—thanks to Ambassador Wood—
PRTs, which is Provincial Reconstruction
Teams, made up of military and civilian
personnel, all aiming to help the Afghans
recover from unbelievable brutality of the
Taliban and have a society that’s capable
of meeting the needs of its people. We’ve
also got two members of the PRT here
present with us.

Our strategy in Afghanistan is, one, to
provide enough security so civil society can
move forward. Any counter—effective
counterinsurgency strategy will require
more than just military action; it requires
a military-civilian interface. And so if you
look on the screen, you see brave and cou-
rageous Americans in uniform and not in
uniform, because they’re a part of this strat-
egy to help Afghans, one, understand the
blessings of good governance. In other
words, the folks are attempting to fight cor-
ruption at the local level so that the local
citizens are able to have a positive outlook
about their government. We’re also working
to educate people, build roads, provide
good health care. And our fellow citizens
are there on the ground, in some difficult

circumstances, all aiming to help this young
democracy survive and thrive. And there
are difficulties, but we’re also making
progress.

And the best thing we got going for us—
not only do we have brave and compas-
sionate citizens willing to serve, but we’ve
also got an ideology based upon liberty,
which stands in stark contrast to the ide-
ology of the thugs and murderers called
the Taliban. And the job of hand is to
help these folks recover, help the Afghans
realize there’s a better future for them.
And it’s hard work, but it’s necessary work
for the security of our country.

And so it’s been a great pleasure for
senior members of my administration to
hear the stories and to hear the issues that
they face. I’m enriched by the experience,
and I do want to thank you very much
for serving our country. And as I men-
tioned to you earlier, please thank your
families for them standing by you during
these—during your time of service.

God bless you all, and thank you for
your time.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:27 a.m. in
the Roosevelt Room at the White House.

Statement on Farm Legislation
March 13, 2008

The Congress has agreed on legislation
to extend current farm programs to April
18, 2008. I will sign this legislation to avoid
serious disruptions that might result if the
current law is allowed to expire without
a responsible farm bill enacted in its place.
Farmers and ranchers deserve to know the
structure of policies that affect their day-

to-day business activities, and right now
they face uncertainty.

Throughout this process, my goal has
been and remains to sign a good farm bill.
Over 1 year ago, following listening sessions
across the Nation, the Department of Agri-
culture unveiled a reform-minded and fis-
cally responsible approach to supporting
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America’s farmers and ranchers. My pro-
posal would provide agriculture producers
with a safety net that better targets benefits
and provides funding for emerging prior-
ities. Today’s farm economy is very strong,
and Congress should not miss this oppor-
tunity to reform current farm programs.

My administration has been eager to
work with Congress. We have offered legis-
lative language and a list of potential spend-
ing offsets to ensure Congress does not in-
crease taxes. And while insisting on signifi-
cant program reforms, we have dem-
onstrated flexibility on how to achieve real
reform. I have also made it clear that any
final farm bill that includes a tax increase
or does not include reform will be met
with a veto. These negotiations have taken
place in good faith with the goal of reach-
ing a final agreement that meets the needs
of farmers and enjoys the support of Amer-
ica’s taxpayers.

This legislation to extend current farm
programs will provide more time for Con-

gress to reach an agreement. If a final
agreement is not reached by April 18, I
call on Congress to extend current law for
at least 1 year. While long-term extension
of current law is not the desired outcome,
I believe the Government has a responsi-
bility to provide America’s farmers and
ranchers with a timely and predictable farm
program, not multiple short-term extensions
of current law. Without a predictable pol-
icy, agriculture producers will be unable
to make sound business decisions with re-
spect to this year’s crop.

I am eager to sign a farm bill that pro-
vides a safety net for farmers, includes sig-
nificant farm program reform similar to the
administration’s farm bill proposal, and
does not include tax increases. I have made
clear the framework of an agreement that
will garner my signature and urge Congress
to pass a bill that meets these criteria.

NOTE: The statement referred to S. 2745.

Statement on the Death of Archbishop Paulos Faraj Rahho of Mosul in
Iraq
March 13, 2008

I send my condolences to the Chaldean
community and the people of Iraq on the
death of Archbishop Rahho. I deplore the
despicable act of violence committed
against the Archbishop of Mosul. The ter-
rorists will continue to lose in Iraq because
they are savage and cruel. Their utter dis-
regard for human life, demonstrated by this

murder and by recent suicide attacks
against innocent Iraqis in Baghdad and in-
nocent pilgrims celebrating a religious holi-
day, is turning the Iraqi people against
them. We will continue to work with the
Iraqi Government to protect and support
civilians, irrespective of religious affiliation.
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